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Terrestrial globe

Willem Jansz. Blaeu

1670-1677(?)

Wood, brass, paper, plaster

Diam 34 cm

Observatory Leiden University

The cartouche on this terrestrial globe bears the date 1599. This is however not the production date of this particular globe; maybe of its first inception. But because the globe is signed Guglielmus Jansonius Blaeu, it must be dated after 1621, when Willem Jansz. of Alkmaar adopted the monicker Blaeu. The globe also shows discoveries made after 1600: like Strait of le Maire, Cape Hoorn, the island of Mauritius.
Because this globe was formerly owned by the Leiden Observatory, and forms a pair with celestial globe 3099, these two globes may well be the pair bought from Blaeu’s shop by the Leiden University in 1677 as documented in the University Archives. With this particular globe pair Blaeu published a manual Tweevoudigh onderwijs in de Hemelsche en Aart- globen.
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